
Sustainability-linked financing goes beyond the traditional 
concept of “green”, as it specifically relates to the borrower’s 
sustainability performance targets. Sustainability-linked fi-
nancings provide one of the most direct ways of incentivizing 
borrowers to improve their sustainability performance in en-
vironmental, social and governance terms and demonstrate 
that commitment to stakeholders. Typically, the margin is tied 
either to a borrower’s ESG rating or to the fulfillment of agreed 
sustainability key performance indicators: If the borrower’s ESG 
performance improves, the margin improves and vice versa. 

Obviously, the primary goal of such a mechanism is that 
the borrower (over)achieves the defined ratings or key 
performance indicators thereby creating a positive im-
pact in terms of ESG. At the same time, RBI does not want 
to benefit financially from a borrowers’ non-achievement 
of an ESG target. In 2022, RBI has committed to donate 
any resulting sustainability premiums (from our loans to 
corporate customers) to the Stepic CEE Charity.

www.rbinternational.com

RBI is committed to responsible banking. It was the first bank in Austria to sign the UN Principles for Responsible Ban-
king and supports its customers in Austria and CEE with sustainable financial products and comprehensive know-how. 
Rather than limiting ourselves to generating economic value, we also consider the environmental and social impacts of 
our business activities. Effective and sustainable performance can be achieved only if these aspects are also taken into 
consideration. With our ESG risk process and the focus on sustainable products, we put responsible banking into practice.

RBI to donate sustainability  
premiums for charitable cause

The Stepic CEE Charity was 
founded in 2006 by Herbert 
Stepic, former CEO of RBI. 
It supports especially chil-

dren and women in Central and Eastern Europe, who  
suffer from social, economic, and health-related prob-
lems. Among others, it provides children and young peo-
ple with a sheltered home in a family-like environment,  
implements educational projects for street children 
or builds the basis for self-reliance of young people  
by providing access to educational and vocational trai-
ning.

All Charity projects are implemented in cooperation 
with local or international partner organizations. They 
are taken care of voluntarily by the RBI Group’s staff 
members in Vienna and CEE. Administrative costs can 
therefore be reduced to a minimum, and all financial 
donations go directly into the projects.


